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Friendship Mini Album and Kraft Gift Box by Michelle Last 
www.michellelast.typepad.co.uk 

 

These instructions are for use by the purchaser and are not to be given out or 

replicated without my permission. 
 

You can theme your album for a specific person or leave it generic until that special 

time comes to give it away.  You could make for a friend or your mum with Mothers 
Day coming up but there are enough stamps to tailor it to your chosen theme.  

 

 
 
Supplies Needed 

Trimmer/Scorer/Scoreboard   Stamp-a-majig 
Corner Rounder     Daubers 

Scissors      Big shot 
Buttons      Pencil/ruler 

Glue (Several different types (definitely dimensionals, glue dots and strong glue) 

Sanding block     Pliers 
Framelits labels die     Linen Thread & tealight 

Three colours of coordinating cardstock  Rhinestones 
I pack of patterned paper    Blender Pen 

Matching fabric     Tea Trinkets 
Seam Binding Ribbon    Kraft Box 

Soda Pop Top`     Clear blocks 
 

Ink – Early Espresso, Crumb Cake, Soft Suede, Bashful Blue, Marina Mist, Wild 

Wasabi, Island Indigo, Pool Party 
Punches - 1 ¼”, 1 3/8” 1 ¾” 1”, handheld hole punch, Small Butterfly, Large 

Butterfly 
Stamp sets – From my heart, Bloomin’ Marvellous, Wonderful Mother, Fitting 

Occasion, Lean on Me, Feels Good 
Dies – Delicate doilies Sizzlit, Rectangle Sizzlit, Blossom Party, framelits labels dies, 

two tags die. 

 
If you would like to purchase any of the items listed to make this project, please 

contact Michelle Last on 01296 715787 or email me on michelle@cbdesign.org.uk 
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Start by choosing your fabric and cover for the album.  Choose which pattern of 

fabric will wrap the outside of your box.  Tear off a strip of fabric (in your chosen 
pattern) along the long edge measuring approx 4-5cm. Set aside for later. 

 
To make the album 

 

 
 

 
 
From Early Espresso Cardstock A4, cut two strips of cardstock –  

 
One measuring 8.5cm x 29.5cm and scored at 8.5cm, 10.5cm, 19cm, & 21cm  

And the second strip measuring 8cm x 26cm and scored at 8cm, 16cm & 24cm 
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Decide if you wish to corner round the edges, if you do wish to then corner round 

the early espresso cover on the 4 corners (8.5cm wide) and the early espresso 
centre piece (8cm) on two corners only (as shown below) – 

 

  
 
Choose which sheets of patterned paper which will be the outside cover and cut the 

following –  
 

3 of 7.5cm x 7.5cm 

2 of 1.5cm x 7.5cm 
 

Cut the following from Naturals Ivory Cardstock -  
3 of 8cm x 8cm 

2 of 1.75cm x 8cm 
 

Decide if you wish to corner round the edges, if you do wish to then corner round 

the patterned paper and the naturals ivory on all corners of the large squares NOT 
the thin strips 

 

 
 
Glue the cut patterned paper to the naturals ivory so that they mat and layer on 

top of one another. 
 

Stick the 8cm piece of early espresso cardstock on the centre square of early 

espresso cover on the back as shown.  Centre it in the middle 8.5cm section of the 
cover. (see photos on next page). 

 



P a g e  | 4 

 

   
 

Stick the central square mat and layer and the two thin strips on the outside of the 
cover. 

 

 
 
Do not stick the other two mat and layered pieces to the cover just yet! 

 

Choose the patterned paper you wish to use for the inner shaped pieces and cut 
two strips 10cm x 15cm wide (Please note you will be able to see the buttons better 

on a small pattern). 
 

 
 



P a g e  | 5 

 

Using the multipurpose adhesive sheet, pull back the top piece where it says ‘peel 

here’ and fold back and hold in place with something heavy – be warned this is 
SUPER STICKY!! Lay one piece of patterned paper on the sticky sheet with the 

wrong side facing down.  Place the top sheet (with the sizzix writing on) back on top 
and rub on top with your hand firmly to ensure all the glue transfers to the 

patterned paper. 
 

 
 

  
 
Peel back the top sheet and gently peel off the sticky patterned paper.  Set aside the 

multipurpose adhesive sheet for later. 
 

Stick the other piece of patterned paper to the sticky one with the same pattern 

facing each other so that the same pattern is showing on the top and bottom. 
 

Cut two of the labels framelits from the double thickness patterned paper with the 
THIRD SMALLEST DIE. 
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Score both diecuts along the centre point from point to point and then approx 

0.75cm in on one side only.   
 

 
 

If your patterned paper is cracking along the score line, gently sand the edge to 

remove any rough edges with a nail file or a sanding block.  You can also ink the 
edges if you wish. 

 
Stick the two scored die cut shapes in the inner centre square of the album.  Stick 

the smallest section to the base with strong glue.  Keep inside the score lines of the 
album cover. Ensure that they are evenly spaced top and bottom. 

 
Top Tip: ADD GLUE STICK OVER THE TOP OF STRONG DOUBLE SIDED TAPE TO 

GIVE SOME MOVEMENT WHEN STICKING IN PLACE. 

 

   
 

Add a dimensional to the back of one of the small silver buttons.  Place the piece of 
twine on the back of the other button before placing the dimensional over to the top 

to hold it in place. 
 

Remove the backing from the dimensionals and stick in place as shown below. 
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Light a tea light and wait for the wax to start melting in the base of the candle.  Dip 

the end of the twine into the wax and pull the tip through your fingers.  This will 
stop the twine wanting to open into several strands. 

 
Cut two early espresso rectangles 8cm x 10cm. Score at 8cm as shown below and If 

rounding corners, corner round two of the corners as shown below (furthest away) 
 

 
 
Stick the scored rectangles (as shown above) to the right and left of the inside 

cover. 
 

  
 
Your basic album is now complete. 

 
 

Time to decorate the inside....... 

 
Please decorate the inner pages as you wish using your left over pieces of cardstock 

and patterned paper.   
 

I have photographed my pages for you, please feel free to copy or change to suit 
your taste. 

 
If you wish to create a mat and layer, here are the following measurements for the 

inner pages. 

 
Mat = 7.5cm x 7.5cm 

Layer 7cm x 7cm 
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Newspaper background cover with blue flower (left) 

 
Cut a piece of text print paper measuring 7.5 x 

7.5cm.  Choose your design carefully from the 
paper in your pack. (If wishing to use the blue 

lettering with the words ‘put the kettle on......’ 
then trim off this strip from your paper first 

and set aside).   I chose small print without titles 
of pictures.  Corner round to match your album 

ensuring the text is the correct orientation. 
 

Stamp your sentiment using a stamp-a-majig and 

early espresso ink in the top right corner. 
 

Punch out a circle (from the patterned paper with 

circle design) using the 1¾” circle punch. Die cut 

the circle using the blue patterned paper from the delicate doilies sizzlit. Layer 
them together and stick to the front flap with dimensionals. 

 
Inside butterfly So glad you are here (left inner) 

 
Mat and layer your chosen patterned paper and 

cardstock.  Stamp the sentiment using Island 
Indigo Ink and a stamp-a-majig on the bottom 

right of the naturals ivory cardstock.  Stick in 

place underneath the flap.  Stamp a pool party 
butterfly onto very vanilla smooth cardstock and 

punch out using the small butterfly punch.  
Punch an additional butterfly from a piece of text 

print and stick in place with a glue dot and add a 
rhinestone or two to finish them off. 

 

 
 

 
 

Newspaper put the kettle on (right) 
 

Trim the strip from the top of the newsprint 
sheet with the words ‘Put the kettle on we’ll all 

have tea’.  Trim close to the top and bottom of 

the letters (in a strip) and then cut up each 
individual word and ink the edges with crumb 

cake ink.  Cut a 7cm square around the teapot 
and flowers image.  Cut the square so that the 

flowers are on the left of the square.  You will 
have some words on the bottom of the square 

but cover them with a small strip of patterned 
paper measuring approx 1.5cm x 7cm.  Stick 

your chosen words onto the square and punch 

an additional butterfly from a piece of patterned 
paper and stick in place with a glue dot and add a rhinestone or two to finish it off. 
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Oh Happy Day (right inner) 

 
Cut your mat and layer from your patterned paper 

and naturals ivory cardstock.  Cut a small strip 
which is 7cm wide and stick across the base of the 

naturals ivory cardstock.  Ink the edges of the 
naturals ivory cardstock with crumb cake ink and 

a dauber.  Stamp the sentiment in Early Espresso 
ink.  Using your multipurpose adhesive sheet, add 

glue to a small piece of naturals ivory cardstock.  

Lay the sticky side of your cardstock to the 
underside of your chosen fabric off cut.  Rub it 

firmly to get the cardstock and fabric to stick 
together.  Cut out your chosen flower design using 

the Big Shot and dies.  Trim off any stray threads 
and ink the edges of the flower with crumb cake ink and a dauber.  Add a button to 

the centre of the flower using a dimensional and add to your inner page with a 

dimensional 
 

Faithful friend (centre) 
 

Cut a square of patterned paper 8cm x 8cm.  Cut 
a piece of Naturals Ivory 7.5cm x 7.5cm.  Stamp 

the flower image from the Bloomin’  Marvellous 
stamp set several times in light colour ink to 

match your album.  

 
Stamp the leaf image in green ink in the gaps and 

slightly overlapping some of the flowers.  Using a 
blender pen and a darker shade of ink than used 

on the flower image, colour in the centre of the 
petals of the flower.  Dab some dark spots of ink 

at the base of each petal.  Do not refill the blender 
pen with ink but move the ink up the petal to the 

tip so that the darkest concentration of colour is 

at the centre of the flower and it gets lighter as it reaches the tip. One application of 
ink from the ink pad should colour at least two flowers.  Once the colour is 

becoming too feint, replenish the blender pen by dabbing the tip in the ink pad. 
 

     
 
Colour all the flowers and then mount the cardstock centrally onto the patterned 

paper square mat.  Cut a scallop rectangle clearlits shape using a coordinating 
piece of cardstock.  Cut a naturals ivory cardstock rectangle measuring 3cm x 

4.5cm.  Stamp your chosen sentiment (I used a stamp from Lean on Me) in early 
espresso ink on the naturals cardstock using the stamp-a-majig and layer onto the 
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scallop rectangle.  Stamp a butterfly onto very vanilla cardstock and punch out 

using the small butterfly punch.  Stick in place with a glue dot and add a 
rhinestone or two to finish it off. You can also add rhinestones to the centre of your 

flowers if you wish. 
 

Yellow background (centre panel) 
 

This one is super simple, cut a patterned paper square 
7.5cm x 7.5cm and ink edges with crumb cake and a 

dauber.  Cut a chevron pattern in coordination colours 

and cut a point with scissors and adhere.  A photo 
would look lovely on this page. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Pocket Page (centre panel) 

 
Cut a piece of patterned paper 7.5cm x 10.5cm.  Score 

at 3cm and fold to create a pocket.  Be mindful of the 
orientation of the pattern.  Add a thin strip of glue on 

the inside of the pockets to seal the side edges and 
punch out a butterfly in contrasting paper and adhere 

with a glue dot and finish off with a rhinestone. 

 
 

 
 

 
Kindness means so Much (centre panel bottom) 

 
Cut a piece of patterned paper to 7.5cm x 7.5cm.  

Corner round two of the corners to match the album 

corners (if you have used a corner rounder on your 
album).  Stamp sentiment in early espresso ink (in the 

From my Heart stamp set) using the stamp-a-majig for 
correct placement.  Add a butterfly stamped onto very 

vanilla cardstock and add a rhinestone in the centre. 
 

 

 
 

 
A Friend accepts us (reverse top panel) 

 
Mat and layer with naturals ivory cardstock and 

patterned paper.  Stamp the sentiment in early espresso 
ink using a stamp-a-majig for correct placement.  Ink 

the edges of the patterned paper in a darker hue of ink, I 

used marina Mist. 
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Flower Circles (reverse centre panel) 

 
Cut a naturals ivory cardstock square 7.5cm x 

7.5cm. Stamp the sentiment (I used the one from 
Lean on Me) in early espresso ink in the top left 

corner.  Use the stamp-a-majig for placement.  
Punch out four circles using 1 3/8” circle punch, 

two in the flower design and two spotty yellow 
circles.  Stick them on the naturals ivory cardstock 

so that the two edge circles overlap the edge.  Cut 

off the overlap.  Die cut two flowers from the 
blossom party die from the fabric covered 

cardstock.  Mount the flowers using dimensionals 
and finish off with a rhinestone. 

 
Green background and blue stripe (reverse bottom panel) 

 

Cut a patterned rectangle measuring 7.5cm x 6.5cm.  Cut 
a naturals ivory rectangle 2cm x 7.5cm.  Stick the 

naturals ivory cardstock to the bottom of the panel with 
an even gap around three of the sides. Stick the 

patterned paper rectangle so that it overlaps the naturals 
ivory but leaves an even gap around the edge.  Cut a 

small strip of patterned paper in a contrasting colour and 
stick across the background. 

 

 
 

Friendship, Yes please.... right hand side cover 
 

On your reserved may and layered square, stamp 
the friendship, yes please sentiment (from From 

my heart stamp set) in early espresso ink in the 
centre of the patterned paper.  Use a stamp-a-

majig for accurate placement. 

 
Stamp the same stamp in early espresso ink 

twice more on to very vanilla cardstock.  Punch 
out the centre of the stamped image from the very 

vanilla using the 1 ¾” circle punch.  Ink the 
edges of the circle using soft suede ink.  Glue 

over the top of the same image which has been 

stamped on the patterned paper. 
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Cut out the friendship banner from the other stamped image on very vanilla 

cardstock.  Cut as close to the image as possible.  Ink the edges of the banner 
especially where there are lines to denote shading.  Add dimensionals to the back 

(the edge pieces of the dimensional sheet work perfectly) and stick over the top of 
the glued and stamped image. 

 

     
 
Soda Pop Top Cover 

 

Stamp the Made for you by me stamp (from the Fitting 
Occasion stamp set) in early espresso ink on a scrap 

of naturals ivory cardstock.  Stamp the butterfly in 
the centre in a contrasting colour.  Use the stamp-a-

majig to get accurate placement. 
Punch out the image with a 1” circle punch. 

Run your soda pop top through the 
Big Shot with the crimped edge facing 

down on the clear plate and with both 

tab 1 & 2 open.  This will flatten it.  
Using glue dots stick your 1” stamped 

circle in the middle. 
 

Using the purple handled tiny hole punch, punch a hole in the centre at the base of 
the circle (check the stamped image to ensure the hole is in the correct place).  Add 

the ring and your chosen charm to the soda pop top and close the ring with pliers. 

 
Stick the soda pop top centrally to the front cover of your album with dimensionals.  

 
Using the seam binding, tie a bow around the closed album to keep it closed so 

that the bow sits just above the soda pop top. 
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Time to Decorate the Kraft Box 

 
If you wish to stamp the box – lay the box flat before 

assembly and stamp the butterfly/flower over the 
background of the box.  I used crumb cake and soft 

suede ink.  Please make sure you stamp the butterfly 
the correct way up! It is an easy mistake to stamp the 

butterflies upside down on the lid!! 
 

If you wish to cover your box in patterned paper.  The 
measurements are as follows... 

4 pieces - Mat (cardstock) = 8cm x 5.5cm Layer 

(patterned paper) 7.5cm x 5cm 
1 piece – Mat (cardstock) = 8cm x 8cm Layer (patterned 

paper) 7.5cm x 7.5cm  
 

Ink the edges if you wish and layer up and adhere to the box.  Ensure that any text 
is the correct way up! 

 
Tie your reserved piece of fabric around the box in a bow. 

 

Gift Tag 
 

   
 

Cut a piece of cardstock (your choice of colour) measuring 14cm x 6cm.  Fold it in 
half so that you have a folded piece of cardstock that measure 6cm x 7cm. Position 

on the smallest tag on the Two tags die as shown below. The opened end of the 
creased cardstock will be towards the fancy circular edge of the die. Run through 

the big shot. 
 

Punch out a matching 1 3/8” circle punch and 1 ¼” circle 
punch of patterned paper to match your box design.  Layer 

and stick to your tag.  Punch out a large butterfly and a 

small butterfly and layer them and finish off with 
rhinestones.  Stick in place on the tag using glue dots.   

 
Using the capital letter stamps from the Simply serif 

Alphabet stamp all the alphabet using early espresso ink 
onto very vanilla cardstock.  If you need more than one of 

the same letter stamp as many times as you need. 

 
Cut around each letter to spell out the name for your album and cut a little flag 

shape at the bottom.  Ink the edges using crumb cake and stick on the tag with 
small pieces cut from the dimensionals. 

 
Stick in place or tuck under the bow. 
 

I really hope you enjoyed making this project. 


